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Serious Reflections 
ON THE 


PRESENT CONDITION 
. 


Great- Britain, &C. 


GENTLEMEN, 
IERMIT us, at this im- 


portant and critical Junc- 
ture, when ſuch ſtrenu- 
5 bo ous Endeayours are uſing 
throughout theſe Kingdoms 

to pre-engage your Votes and Intereſts 
againſt a new Election of Parliament, 
To lay before you our Thoughts, our 
Hopes, and our Fears, and the Meaſures 
by which we purpoſe to govern ourſelves 


in the enſuing Elections. 
CY _ * WE 


L4] 

Wx efteem ourſelves (under the Ad. ©: 
miniſtration of his Moſt Excellent Majeſty * 
King GEO NOE II. to whom God grant 
a long and proſperous Reign) a „ 
People; being preſerved in the Enjoy- 

ment of all thoſe valuable Bleſſings (our 
Religious and Civil Rights and Liber- 
ties) which his Majeſty found us poſ- 
ſeſſed of, when God's Providence put in- 
to his Hand the Britiſh Scepter. 
Wx have alſo ſolid Homes, that theſe 
Bleſſings will be handed down to our 
lateſt Poſterity, in the View of a nume- 
Tous Royal Iflue : ; whom Precept and 
Example, we are perſuaded, will engage b 
to walk in the ſame Paths with their 
Royal Progenitors and Predeceſſors, ang 
inſpire with Sentiments of Government 

| ſuited to the Conſtitution of Great-Bri- 

tain, and the Genius of Britiſh Sub- 

jects, 

Wr alfo truſt and depend, from his 

Majeſty's known Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
that he will always make Choice of ſuch 
for his Miniſters and Counſellors, as will 
faithfully adviſe and promote the known 
Rights both .of King and People, And 
therein the full and quiet Enjoyment of 
our Civil and Religious Rights. * 
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.Wpn are alſo fully convinced, That it 
is the Duty and Intereſt of the Electors 
of Great- Britain, to ſend ſuch Members 
to Parliament as will always ftrengthen 


the Hands of the Government, and cheer- 
fully concur with them in every thing 


that will promote the Freedom, Eaſe, 
and Happineſs of all his Majeſty” s duti- 
ful Subjects; that will readily and libe- 
rally ſupport the Throne when the Exi- 
gencies of the State call for it, ſo as to 
enable his Majeſty for ever to defeat 

the Deſigns and indefatigable Endea- 
vours of all the Foreign and Domeſtick 
Enemies of our Religion and Conſtitu- 
tion; And ſuch as will zealouſly labour 


to promote Union, Peace, and Love a- 
mongſt us; which has been, and will 


always be, the Strength and Glory of a 
Kingdom ; And which alone can 3 
us in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of Britiſp. 


Liberty, while we have a King on the 


Throne, whom the Revolution has pla- 
ced there; AMiniſtry and Houſe of Lords 
zealous and active for the preſerving theſe 
Bleſſings to us, and to our Poſterity after 
us. But if we ſend to Parliament, Men 
of Anti-Reyolution Principles, whom we 


have abundantly experienced to be real 


Jarobites, and ſome Men who affect of 
late 


—— — — 


(6 ] 
late to call themſelves (tho very incon- 
ſiſtently) Revolution-Tories; What are 
we doing, but pulling down what the 
Revolution has built up? Long Expe- 


rience has taught us what Wolves, cloath- 
ed like Sheep, have done; * and them- 


ſelves have lately told us, what they 


will do; and therefore for ſuch Men, 
We are determined not to vote. 'Theſe 
are our preſent 'Thoughts ; which we 
are fully perſuaded we ought always to 


perſiſt in, And therein to unite, with all 
that love the Proteftant Religion, and 


their own Peace, Security, and Happi- 
neſs. 


Now give us. Leaye to lay before 
you our Hopes. 

WE hope then our Fellow-Electors 
will not raſhly engage their Votes: The 
Succeſs of the next Elections will un- 
doubtedly be of great Importance to our 
Religious and Civil Liberties; which 


can only be preſerved to us by Men of 
Revolution Principles: Anti-Revolution 


Men, who are of inflaming Spirits (what- 


ever Shape they appear in, or call them- 


ſelves) have always ſince that happy Pe- 


riod, and therefore we have Reaſon to 


® id. A late Pampt, let, called The Revi{utional Tory, 
CON= 
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eonchide will always continue, upon 
ſome Pretence or other, To clog the 
Wheels of a Government founded on 
thoſe Principles; Oppoſe that Peace, 
brotherly Love, and Forbearance, which 
has been ſo often recommended from the 
Throne, in order to unite and ſtrengthen 
us, And thoſe Meaſures which have main- 
tained every Man in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of his Civil and Religions Rights and 
Liberties. Our Enemies always eſpouſe 
and purſue thoſe dividing Schemes which 
would carry us back into a much worſe 
than Egyptian Bondage, viz. Popery, 
Beggary, and Slavery. We cannot 
(dear Countrymen) think of theſe things, 
but with the greateſt Horrour; Our Miſ- 
underſtandings, and want of Unanimity 
among ourſelves, will manifeftly endan- 
ger the Loſs of all that is dear to us: 
We hope then you will be very cautious 
of any raſh Pre- engagements; but en- 
dcayour firſt to be well-acquainted with 


4 the Characters and former Behaviours of 


the reſpethve Candidates, and only pro- 
mote the Election of ſuch Gentlemen as 
are, and as always have bcen {For pre- 
tended new Converts are not to be truſt- 
ed) zealous for our happy and glorious | 
Revolution, firmly attached to the Ha- 

aver 
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AS 
nover Succeſſion, and for preſerving 
fully the Religion and Liberty of Bri- 
tiſh Subjects. 
WE are very well aſſured, the dr 


ping the late Exciſ:-Scheme, when it : 


was in the Power of our Repreſentatives 


to have carried it, was occaſioned by a 


Conviction, that ſuch a Method of Tax- 
ation will always be diſagreeable to the 


Genius of Engliſhmen ; and therefore 


that no farther Attempts of that Kind 
wilt ever be made upon us, But rather 


altering the Methods of raiſing the Du- 
ties on ſuch Commodities which are al- 


ready exciſed, into more equal and agree- 


able Methods. We have good Grounds 


for theſe Hopes; and therefore it is cer- 
tainly moſt reaſonable, that the Reſent- 


ments this Attempt have raiſed in the Na- 
tion ſhould fubſide and vaniſh. If the 
Promoters of this Project have ſeen their | 


Miſtake, and compenſated for it, 
dropping all further Thoughts of pur- 
ſuing it, ſurely we may more than hope 


you will lay aſide your Refentments ; 


That Harmony and good Underſtanding 


among the Electors may be reſtored, and 


an unanimous Coucurrence for ſending 


to Parliament, Men who will guard 


you againſt every other Infringement of 


your 
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your moſt valuable Liberties, as well 
as againſt this. 1 3 3 
Wr are perſuaded, that the Diſcou- 
2 1 the Diſſenters met with in their 
late Avenipt, for applying to Parlia- 
Z ; ment for aining the Repeal of the 
| Teſt and Corporation Acts, will not be 
A remembered by them, to the Prejudice 
of true Churchmen, or to the, Prejudice 
of the next Election, by dividing them 
from their Friends of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, who have always been, and 
will always be, for making them per 

4 fectly caly. | Remember, when you lay 
under greater Diſabilities and Diſcou- 

2 ; fagements than you now do, thoſe Hard- 

* ſhips were laid and continued on you by 

| thoſe who aimed only at weakening the 

| Hands of the true Proteſtant Church of 
England, and. by ſuch who now call 

4 | themſelyes Revolutian-Tavies When 
you were , modeſtly expreſſing your 
Hopes of Redreſs, one of theſe Gentle- 
3 men, before an honourable Aſſembly, 
Vas pleaſed to declare his Sentiments, 


L , „ * for fa reli ing thoſe E. xpetfations and 


* Dr. Serlas Sermon before the Honoun' 
Houſe of Commons, printed 1716. 
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Hopes of you, a little Kind of Men, as 


he was pleaſed to call you. '. 

Bur this Gentleman's Gentinyenth did 
not influence our Legiſlators; they then 
thought you a conſiderable Body of Men, 
and hearty Friends of the Government, 
worthy of their Notice and Care; and 
that your Expettations and Hopes were 
reaſonable; and they ehe to eaſe 
you of a great Part of your Burthens, 


and. eneouraged your farther Expecta- 


tions. Notwithſtanding therefore you 


have been lately told in Print; That no 


Time is proper for your farther Relief, 


this can only be ſaid by thoſe who mean 


to introduce a Popiſh Pretender, and Po- 


pery among us; or by thoſe whole Party- 


Zeal has cat up their Chriſtian-Charity, 


and. made them forget that Command of 


their great Lord and Maſter, To do un- 


2 all Men as they would be done un- 


| Such Furies will never. influence the 
jd WS ee againſt you, if your pre- 


ſent and Carnie Behaviour be ſuch as it 
has hitherto been: If you complain of 
your Friends, you will haye more Rea- 
ſon to complain of your Enemies; if 
ever you truſt them with Power. to hurt 
you, and. ſhould no caſt off your true 

3 Friends, 
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Friends, who have wrote ſtrongly for 


you, as you will ſee by the following 
Quotations, and will be glad to do every 
thing for you that you deſire. The 
Miniſtry have encouraged your juſt 
Hopes and Expectations 4 4 Proper 


Time; And we hope ſuch proper Time 


will oon come: Doubtleſs a more pro- 


per Time can never come, than when 


your Weight 1s ſo neceffary in our next 


Elections. This may be worthy - the 


Conſideration of the preſent Parliament, 
in their approaching and laſt Seſſions; 
and an unanſwerable Reaſon, that your 
Precipitance, in raſhly engaging your 
Votes and Intereſts, ſhould not prevent 
your own Wiſhes. The Reaſon and 
Juſtice of the Caſe is with you. This 
Will fully appear from the following Re- 
citals, in which you have in your Fa- 


vour the Senſe of the beſt Kings that 
ever filled the Britiſp Throne to their 


Day, and of Gentlemen of the higheſt 
Stations and brighteſt Characters in our 
Church and State. Truth (which is; 
and will be always, unanſwerable) will 


not fail to make its Way againſt all Op- 


poſition; nor can we think, at a Time 
when the higheſt Regards to your own 
„ B 2 and 
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and the common Good are fo neceſſary, 
that you will depart from your * own. 


avowed S entiments, and conſtant Prac- 
rice, by raſhly abetting' the ſending to 


Parliament, Men who can neyer be de- 
pended on, to ſerve either their Country 
or yourſelves. Suffer not yourſelves to 
be ſurprized into haſty Engagements for 
ſuch Men; Or to let them come into 
power to hurt us all, by your unſeaſon- 


able Neutrality. iT heſe, Gentlemen, 


are our Hopes' on your Part; and we 
trust Hay are not vain Hopes. . 


Tuus briefly (dear Countiymen) we 
have laid our Sentiments and Reſolu- 
tions before you, as to our preſent Ap⸗ 
prchenſions of the State of Things; and 
as nothing is dearer to us than our Re- 
ligion, as Proteſtants, and our Rights 


and Freedoms, as Brizons, we cannot 
but be alarmed at what we conceive will 


have a direct T endency to abridge us of 


either; we mean, Putting Power into 


the Hands of Men of- Ariteary Princi- 
ples i in State, and Perſecuting and di vi- 


ding Principles in Religion. Some of 
A Vid. Arn Humble Repreſentation by a 8 itixen n. of | 


n 0. 10, 11. Printed 1793. - 
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us have ſeen and felt, and for others our 

Fathers have told us, the calamitous 
Circumſtances fuch Men have heretofore 
brought upon theſe Nations ; And we 
fear we ſhall evidently endanger their 
Return upon us, if we fall into the artful 
Snares laid for us by open Enemies and 
falſe Friends; And by thoſe who, taking 
Advantage of the unhappy Paſſions rai- 


ſed among us, by ſome late Miſtakes 


(For, we cannot but think them Miſtakes, 


ra honeſtly: intended) by new-=cloath- 
4 2 ola deſtructive Principles with 
the 


ir and ſpecious Pretence of being 
Frienids to the Conſtitution, and to you, 
would.infinuate themſelves into you, and 


{et you againſt your only true Friends, 
until they have got us all in their Power, 
and then worry us together, when it wilt 


be too late for Redreſs. But ſhall we 


ſuffer ourſelves to be thus fatally deceived 


by ſuch apparent, deluſive Arts? Or ſhall 


we not rather embrace the Means we yet 


have in our Hands for our own Safety, 


By ſending Gentlemen to Parliament who 


are approved Friends to our happy 


Conſtitution, Firmly attached to the 


Intereſt of his Majeſty King GEORGE, 


and the Succeſſion 1 " his e True 


Prote- 


Lt | 
Proteſtants, who prove themſelves to” 


be ſo, by being of a juſt and 
Spirit to their hearty Friends, tho' they 


may differ from them in ſome leſſer Mat- 
ters; Lovers of Peace and Union, and 


Pee of Trade, - without EY nei- 


ther the Rents nor Value.of the Products 


of our Land, nor the other true Inter- 


eſts of theſe Kingdoms, can ever be ſup- 
are our 


ported. Theſe, Gentlemen, 
real Sentiments, and moſt firm Reſolu- 
ti ins; And we truſt that you will hear- 
tily concur with us therein. 


THAT theſe great and happy Ends 
may be ſecured as much as is poſſible, 


we earneſtly intreat, you will not ingage 


your Votes or Intereſts for any who will 


not firſt, In the moſt folemn Manner, 
promiſe. you, That they will always 


vote, and make their utmoſt Intereſt, for 
enaQting ſuch Laws as ſhall have a di- 
rect, apparent, and natural Tendency to 
ſecure the Proteſtant Religion; To unite 


Proteſtants among themſelves; To pro- 


mote the Reformation of Manners; Ta 


incourage - Trade and Induſtry (upon 
which the Happineſs of all Mankind fo 


much depends) To put an End (as far as 
may yy to all, Frauds and Idleneſs, and 
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to every Thing elſe that is deſtructive to 
the honeſt Trader, and to the Peace and 
Tranquillity of theſe Kingdoms: By all 


fair and eaſy Methods to haſten the Pay- 
ment of our heavy national Debt; to 
eaſe you in your Taxes, eſpecially Ex- 
ciſes, as ſoon as may be; to encourage, 
by ſuitable Rewards, all ſuch Propoſals 
as ſhall at any time be laid before them 
for the Publick Good ; To repeal the Sa- 
cramental - Teſt and Corporation- Acts, 


which cannot but be very diſpleaſing to 


God and to all good Men, whether they 


are of the Church of England, or Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters, And to eſtabliſh a pro- 


perer Teſt in lieu thereof, which may 
more effectually (than That has done, or 
can) exclude from Places of Profit and 
Truſt all that are Enemies to our holy 
Religion, to our Unanimity, and to all 
our Civil and Religious Rights; And that 
they will never vote for a Bill to con- 


tinue themſelves as your Repreſentatives 
for more than ſeven Years after any ge- 


neral Election. We apprehend ſome of 
you will be ready to object, That you 


have no Right to require from your Re- 


preſentati ves ſuch ſolemn Promiſes as are 
here mentioned; But that you ought in- 
tirely 


* — f 
7 tirely and abſolutely to ſubmit every 
| Thing that is dear to you, to their Wiſ- 
dom: : We pray Leave to anſwer, This 
is ſuch an 15 and unconditional Re- 
ſignation of yourſelves and all that you 
have to thoſe that call themſelves your 
= Servants or Repreſentatives, as is not 
| required of you, nor due from you, 
_ even to the King Himſelf, and ſuch 
as we hope will neyer be claimed by Him, 
or any of his Succeſſors, from us, or from 
our Poſterity; and if not due to the 
Greater, It cannot be due to the Leſs. 
He that has a Right to the Crowns of 
Great-Britain, France and Ireland, if 
he will take the Oaths required of him 15 
at his Coronation, muſt be our King, 
whether we like him, or not; and we 1 
ought to be dutiful and loyal Subjects 5 
to him, unleſs he ſnould turn Papiſt, or 
marry a Papiſt, or endeavour to deſtroy 
us, our Religion, and the Laws of our 
Country, inſtead of protecting them; of 
which (bleſſed be God) there is no Danger: 
But no Man can have our Votes and Inte- 
reſt to repreſent us in Parliament, againſt 
our Wills. And we hope no Conſideration 
whatever will ever engage us to chooſe 
ſuch to repreſent us as _ not. readily 


give 
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give us a reaſdnable Security, That they 
will do every thing that is, or ſhall be, in 
their Power, to make us (in all ReſpeAts) 
_ eaſy and happy. Such Securities or Promi- 
ſes break no Law in being; Nor can any 
Law be ever made to deprive us of our 
natural Right of giving Inſtrüctions to 
ſuch as we think proper to repreſent us 
in Parliament. You have as much Right 
to inſiſt on ſuch Promiſes from them, as 
you have to inſtruct, or require a Promiſe 
from a Conncil or Attorney, whom you 
depute and intruſt with the e 
or defending your Eſtates, And much 
more; for your Council or Attorney's 
Behaviour you can look into whenever 
you pleaſe, and may exchange them in a 
Moment for Negligence, Corruption, or 
Mal- practice: But theſe your Great Coun- 
eil, Attorneys, or Deputies, whom you 
intruſt with your All, you cannot inſpect, 
alter, or. ſuſpend, till they have managed 
your Affairs for ſeven Years; and if they 
behave themſelves fo ill in that Time, as 
that they apprehend. you will never 
chooſe them again, it is poſſible they may 
bring in a Bill to continue themſel ves for 
the other ſeyen Years, or' for a longer 
Te erm, * they chink fit; and we cannot 
C 160 
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ſec how you can help yourſel ves, if they 
ſhould do ſo. Bleſſed be God, our Con- 
ftitution is not deſpotick or abſolute; 
And it is in your Power to prevent its 
ever being ſo. And if thoſe who would 
be our Deputies. in Parliament will not 
| honeſtly ad truly repreſent us, And do 


Every thing that they can to make us for 


the preſent, and in futurs, eaſy and happy, 
and ſolemnly promiſe us ſo to do; it is not 
in their Power to force our Votes or 
Intereſts for them: Nor are we under any 


Neceſſity, upon their Refuſal; to turn to, 
or reſerve ourſelves for ſuch as we kive 


Reaſon to believe are Enemies to our 


Conſtitution ; But to find out ſuch as 


are able, nd wil honeſtly repreſent us, 
and ſet them up in Oppoſition to thoſe 
that cannot or will not act the honeſt and 
reaſonable Part by us. No wiſe and ho- 
| neſt Man can blame us (who muſt raiſe 
the greateſt Part of the Money that is 


neceſſary to Support our Civil and Reli- 


gious Rights) for inſiſting on being made 


eaſy and ſafe. They are our Enemies, 


who would make the Honour and Safety 
of our Governors, and the Eaſe and Wel- 
fare of the Governed, as two ſeparate In- 
tereſts. The King that rules us is al- 


ways happy and fk when he has the 


Love 
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Love and Affections of his Subjects, who 


are (in the Subſtancials) of the ſame Reli- 


gion. And thoſe Subjects cannot but be 
happy, who beha ve themſelves to their 
Prince, as becomes dutiful Children to 
their Fathers. We ſuppoſe ſome who 
would fain have your Votes and Intereſt, 


will ask you, How Money can be raiſed 


to ſupport our Civil and Religious Rights, 


if they ſhould, in a little time, forbear 
to do it by Way of Exciſe? To this we 
anſwer, That it is needleſs for us to e- 


numerate the Evils of raiſing Money 


that Way: Thoſe are too well known, 
and felt too, by all in Trade that are un- 
der that Sort of Diſcipline. But thoſe 
Inconveniencies that are now upon us, 


bad as they are, ought to be patiently 
ſubmitted to, till our Repreſentatives can 


have ſome Propoſals laid before them, 


whereby the ſame Money may be raiſed 
by a more equal and eaſy Method ; 
which may effeQually prevent Frauds 
and Abuſes, and incourage the fair 


Trader. Such fair and eaſy Methods, 


we have good reaſon to believe, will 


be laid before the Houſe of Com- 
mons the very next Seſſions of Par- 
liament, if thoſe who are now courting 


you for, and gaining your Yotes and In- 
C2 tereſt, 
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tereſt, will bring in a Bill to ſecure a Ro- 
ward to him, or them, that ſhall make 


{ſuch Propoſals, as ſhall be equal and rea- 


ſonable in themſelves, and approved of 
by the Legiſlature, for the Purpoſes afore- 
ſad. They are your Enemies (whatever 
they pretend to be) who would ſet you 

againſt your Friends, and divide your 
Intereſts, by perſuading you, That your 
Repreſcntatives would not have cured 
the Evils they ſtruck at by the late Bills 
of Exciſe on Tobacco and Wine, if they 


could have received a Propoſal that 


would have done it with greater Eaſe to 
the Subject than that of Exciſe. This 


appears by their dropping it when they 


ſaw it was fo diſagrecable to the Nation, 
tho' they had it in their Power: And it 


1s too well known to be denied, that 
even thoſe who were principally intend- 


cd to be relieved by thoſe Bills, were in 
ſuch a Hurry, by the frightful Cure 


then in hand, That they had not Time 


the laſt Seſſions to contrive or propoſe to 


their Repreſentatives a better Method to 
raiſe the Money, and to prevent thoſe 
Frauds which prey upon the Vitals of 
honeſt Trade; And indeed, rob and 
weaken the whole Nation. But we doubt 


not 
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yn © 
not ſome of you will do this thenext Seſ⸗ 


ſions; and thoſe that have the beſt Heads 
for contriving eaſy, agreeable, equal and 


| hogourable Schemes for this Purpoſe, 


will be rewarded for taking Pains to ſerve 


their Country, By incouraging and ſecu- 


ring the fair and honeſt Trader, and eyery 
thing that is e to us as Men and 
Chriſtians, Shay 
Wx believe none that apply to you 
for your Votes and Intereſt, will object 
againſt any thing elſe that we have 


' propoſed for you to inſiſt on, Except the 


Repeal of the Sacramental-Teſt and Cor- 
poration-Acts; And that you may be able 


to anſwer whatever they ſay to you againſt | 


ſuch Repeal, we have, by Way of Appen- 
dix to this Addreſs, recited what has 


been unanſwerably faid by true Church- 


men on that Head: To which we have 


no Occaſion to add any thing, But that 


in our Conſciences we firmly believe, 


That the Repeal of thoſe Acts will for 


ever unite all that are ſincere Proteſtants, 

And ſecure the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
prevent Popery and Slavery from ever 
making its Way among us again. But if 
Jealouſies, Diviſions, Hatred, Clamours, 


unbecoming Suggeſtions, and Bitterneſs 
„ againſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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againft one another, be nnn and 
continued among us, we muſt expect that 
theſe Eyils will ſoon make us an eaſy 
Prey to our irreconcileable Enemies: 
Which we pray God preyent! We are 
in Sincerity, to our King and Country, 
to our happy Conſtitution, and to you, 


binn 
Sep. 13, Moſt faithful Friends, and 
$733. humble Servants. 


* * * * * * * * * * * 
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to the better uniting you amongſt 


CT 
APPENDIX. 


Extract of King W1LLIAMS 
SPEECH. March 16, 1688. 


s I doubt not but you wil 
provide againſt Papiſts; ſo 
I hope you will leave Room 


for the Admiſſion of all Proteſtants 


© that are willing and able to ſerve. 'This 
Conjunttion in my Service will tend 


< yourſelyes, and the ſtrengthening you 
© againſt your common Adverſaries. 


Reaſons given by ſome of the Lo RDS 
for relieving the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
who ſuffered under the Oppreſſion of 
5 Teſt Al 5 Anno | 
F668, © . N 


BE OAUSE it gives a Part of the 


Proteſtant Freemen of England Rea- 


fon to complain of Inequality and hard 
Ufage. 8 EF: 


© BxCausr his Majeſty, as the 


© common and indulgent Father of his 


People, has deſired this Liberty for 
© tender Conſciences. 
| © AND 


—_—— — 
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AN D my Lords the Biſhops having 
divers of them, on ſeveral Occaſtons, 
profeſſed an Inclination to, and owned 
the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a Chriſtian 
Temper; we. apprehend it will raiſe | 
Suſpicion in ſome Mens Minds, of 
ſomething elſe than the Care of Reli- 
gion or the Publick, and different from 

a Deſign to heal our Breaches. 

© BECAUSE to ſet Marks of Diſtinc- 
tion and Humiliation on any Sort of 
Men, who have not. rendered them- 
ſelves ſuſpected to the Government, 

As it is at all times to be avoided by 
the Makers of juſt and equitable Laws, 

ſo it may be particularly of ill Effe& 
to the reformed Intereſt at Home and 
Abroad at this preſent Conjuncture. 2 

* BECAUSE it turns the Edge of the |? 
Law (we know not by what Fate) up- | 
on Proteſtants, and Friends to the Go- 
vernment, which was intended againſt 
Papiſts. Fe 

© BECAUSE. Mysterien of Religiod 
are of Divine Original, and of a Na- 
ture ſo wholly diſtin from the ſeculat 
Affairs of politick Society, That they 
cannot be 4 to thoſe. Ends. 
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0 ein we cannot ſee hs: it 
© can conſiſt with the Law of God, 


free-born Subject, that any: one be 


Crime not to take the Sacrament ac- 


be puniſhed with a Lay of Excluſion, 
for not doing that which 1s no Crime 
to forbear. 


— 


The preſent Archbiſhop of CAxTER- 
BURN, in bis Sermon before King. 
WILLIAM and Queen Mary, An- 


no 1689, /ays, 


-—_ of 


of among us, in which we had greater 


I hope, a fairer Opportunity to 
pn ourſel ves the Accompliſhment 
6. of it; only: let us be on all hands as 
49 to improve it, as I am per- 
F ſuaded we have all of us not only 
D . ſeemed 


common Equity, or the Right of any, 
puniſhed without a Crime. Tf it be a 


cording to the Uſage of the Church 
of England, every one ought to be 
puniſhed for it; which no body af- 
firms: If it be no Crime, thoſe who 
are capable, and judged fit for Em- 
ployments by the King, ought not to 


© NEvER tiles was there aTime, 
| ſince the Name of Separation was heard. 


Gas 20 conſider of ſuch a Union; . 
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ſeemed to defire, but have indeed 
earneſtly longed for it. 


* 


Lx us fhew the Senſe we have of 


that wonderful Deliverance God hath 
given us out of the Hands of our 
Enemies, by uniting ourſelves in the 


another. 


Ki ing W L LIA M, in his laſt memorable 


SPEECH, ſays, 


© LET there be no hee Diſtinction 
heard of among us for the future, But 
of thoſe who are for the Proteſtant 


piſh Prince, and a French Government. 


7 he Lo RDS Managers ſay, in their 


Conference with the Managers of the 


Houſe of Commons, Printed by their £ 


4 Lo RDSHIPS Order, Anno 1702. 


TR Ay it is bard, as well as untrue, 
wanted the Will, when they had the 


State; ſince, in the laſt and greateſt 
Danger the Church was expoſed to, 


0 * they 


ſtricteſt League of Friendſhip with one 


Religion, and the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment; and of thoſe who mean a Po- 


Power, to deſtroy the Church and 
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to fay of the Diſſenters, They never | 
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the y joined with Her, with all imagi- 
9 Zcal and Sincerity, againſt the 


© Papiſts, their common Enemies; ſnew- | 
ing no Prejudice to the Church, but 
the utmoſt Reſpect to her Biſhops, 


when ſent to the Tower: And that 
ever ſince they have continued to ſhew 


all the Signs of Friendſhip and Sub- 


miſſion to the Government of Church 
and State. 
THAT an Engliſhman cannot be re- 


duced to a more unhappy Candition, 
than to be put by Law under an Inca- 


pacity of ſerving his Prince and Coun- 
try ; And therefore nothing but a Crime 


of the moſt deteſtable Nature ought to 
put him under ſuch a Diſability : And 
they who think being preſent at a Meet- 


ing to be ſo high a Crime, can hardly 
think that a Toleration of ſuch Meet- 
ings ought to continue long. To make 
Men infamous (for what can be more 


infamous than ſuch a Diſability) is to 
exceed all Bounds, 


Extract from King GEORGES 
SPEECH, 1718. 


< I couLD heartily wiſh, That at a 
Time when the common Enemies of 
D "I aur 
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our Religion are, by all manner of Ar- 


4 < tifices, endeavouring to undermine 
i © and. weaken it, both at Home and 
| Abroad, all thoſe who are Friends to 
© our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment might Þ 
Fi * unanimouſly *concur in ſome proper 
it Method for the greater ſtrengthening Þ 
Mt © the Proteſtant Intereſt ; of which 
0 as the Church of England | is unque- 
1 © ftionably the main Support and Bul- 
| * wark, fo ſhe will reap the principal 
. Benefit of every Advantage accruing | 
1 by the Union and mutual Charity of 
1 0 Proteſtants i in the W | 
[i The Chas Ri hts f Subjetts de- 
1  fended by the Bio of ö 1 
0 Printed in 1719. 
hi © HE Celebration of the Lord's 
N Supper was ordained and confined by 
hl * our Lord to the ſerious Remembrance 
| of his Death. 
0 IT wade by the Teſt-A& the 
| Inſtrument of poſſeſſing Civil Offices: 
4 


This is evident; For that, without 
which a Civil Office cannot be poſſeſ- 
ſed, is. made the Inſtrument of ſuch 
Poſſeſſion. But the ' Receiving the 
Communion is that without which a 
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Civil Office cannot be poſſeſſed : There- 
fore it is truly and juſtly ſaid to be 


made the Inſtrument of fuch Poſſeſſion 
6 


of Civil Offices. 
© 3. IT is by this Act made the In- 
ſtrument of Poſſeſſion of Civil Offices 


to ſome particular Chriſtians (as well 
as Atheiſts and Infidels) and of Exclu- 


ſion to others. An Atheiſt or an Infi- 


del, who performs the outward Act 


which other Communicants perform, 
is equally with them qualified for a 
Civil Office. A Perſon of ſuch Diſ- 
poſitions poſſeſſes a Civil Office by the 


Inſtrumentality of a particular Conſti- 
tution of our Bleſſed Lord; And this 


Atheiſt or Infidel, who would never 


think of mixing himſelf 4 in the Cele- 


bration of what he believes nothing 
of, naturally approaches the Commu- 
nion of Chriſtians, becauſe he cannot 


5 Poſſeſs a Civil Office without it. 


. I Say, that thus to make a Sa- 
cred Inftitution, appointed ſolely for 


the Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, in 

the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, the Inſtru- 
* ment of poſſeſſing Civil Offices, for 
Atheiſts and Infidels, as well as one 


particular Sort of Chriſtians to the Ex- 
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debaſing a Sacred Inſtitution into a 


* Political Tool, and an Engine of State ; 
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For certainly, whatſoever is made an 
Inſtrument without which there ſhall 
be no Poſſeſſion of Civil Offices, and 
of the Poſts of this World, is a Poli- 
tical Tool, and an Engine of State. 
'This 1s what I have affirmed of this 
Act, And what I am ſtill ready to make 


out, even whilſt IT am treated with 


Indignity and Reproach by Chriſtians 
themſelves, for pleading for a greater 
and more facred Regard to the Inſti- 
tutions of our common Maſter, than 
what 1s conſiſtent with thus debaſing 
them into Scaffoldings and Props of 
worldly Deſigns and Politicks, | 
© I 0WN, that I ſpeak as if the par- 
taking of the Holy Sacrament, ordain- 
ed and confirmed by our Lord to the 
ſerious Remembrance of his Death, 
was ordained to ſomething elſe by this 
Act; and I now ſpeak again in the 
ſame Manner, thinking it wants no- 
thing but Eye-Sight to ſee, that an' 
Action ordained as an Inftrument, 
without which no Perſon ſhall command 
a Regiment, is ordained by this AR to 
ſomething elſe beſides the Remem 
brance of "Chiift s Death ; And that he, 
* who, 


| 3T ] 
who, being named to the Command of 
A Regiment, immediately partakes ot 
the Holy Communion, not only re- 
members the Death of Chriſt, but "ok 
* lifies himſelf for his Poſt ; not only at 
the very Time of Celebration remem- 
bers that Death (ſuppoſing him ſerious) 
but remembers alſo (and cannot help 
remembring) ſomething elſe, viz. That 
he is named to an Office, and that he 
is now qualifying himſelf for it: And 
* the Remembrance of this, upon this 
Occaſion, is, I fear, much more una- 
voidable than the Remembrance of 
what alone ought to be then remem- 
bered.“ Pages 26, 27, 28, 29. 
Tx AQ concerns not itſelf with 
either the Faith or Diſpoſition of Com- 
municants; what it enaQts is, That 
the ſame outward Action which Chriſt 
© has ordained folely for the Remem- 
„ brance of him, and of his Love to 
« Mankind, ſhall be performed as a Qua- 
" lification for all Civil and Military 
« Offices.” The one is a Purpoſe of 
© Religion, and the other is a Purpoſe 
© of this World, The Concerns le this 
© World and of True Religion have been 
generally eſteemed and treated by Chri- 
? * ſtian-Diyines, as contrary to one an- 


: other ; 
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© other; As truly ſo, as Here is 0 
Earth. Therefore the Act, tho? 
does not forbid the Communion to * 
received in Remembrance of Chriſt's 
Death; tho' it does not require it to be 
received. to any Purpoſe abſolutely 
contradictory to, or ſo inconſiſtent with 
that, as to make it impoſſible for the 
Receiver to remember Chriſt's Death; 
Vet it requires it to be received to the 
« Purpoſe of poſſeſſing a Civil Office ; 
to the Purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing ſome 
« Chriſtians fron. others; That 1s, To a 
c Purpoſe of this World, contrary to its. 
Nature and Tendency to the ſole 
c Purpoſe to which Chriſt ordained it. 
« And I will here add, that I might. 
c challenge the Dean himſelf to receive 
« the Communion in Obedience to this 
c Act, were he capable of any Promo-. 
« tion, Civil or Military, which h 
; require it; And in order to that, to 
© procure | Witneſſes for teſtifying ach 
© his receiving it, ſuppoſing, him, as a 
0 Chriſtian, ſeriouſly to remember the 
c Death of Chriſt (of which T make no 
o Doubt, how unkind ſoever he has been 
in his Cenſures upon me) I may chal- 
« lenge him, I fay, to do this, withont 
« receiving it with another Purpoſe of 
| © Heart 
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Heart alſo, viz. The Purpoſe of qua- 


lifying himſelf for an Office; the Pur- 
poſe of making it ſubſervient to that 


End; the Purpoſe of going to a tem- 


poral Court with his Witneſſes; the 
Purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing himſelf from 
other Chriſtians: And if theſe Purpo- 
{es are not contrary to the Purpoſe for 
which only Chriſt ordained it, then 
the Purpoſes of Heart which regard 
this World only, are not contrary in 


their Nature and Tendency to the 


Purpoſe of Heart which regards the 
Concerns of another Life only, and 
the Remembrance only of him who 


brought Life and Immortality to 
Light. 


IN fine, The Teſt-Act requires it 


4 
c 
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to be received for a Qualification, 


without which world'y Poſts among 
us ſhall not be poſſeſſed: T herefore 
no one can receive it in Obedience 
to this Act, without remembering this 
Civil Purpoſe, without deſigning to 


receive it to this Purpoſe, and without 


knowing and feeling that he does ſo; 


© Or without thinking of it as a Civil 
© Badge of Diſtinction between himſelf 
© and ſome of his Fellow-Chhriſtians. 


8 33, 34, 35 1 


An 


„ W h oo. oo 


NR A mac m ⁰cmꝗgc'! . ‚ —‚—r . OO. A 6 EIT SOR 


34 \ 


I am not ſolicitous to what Acts 
of Parliament, or what Laws of Men 
this may be unfavourable ; I hope 1 
ſhall always have the true Prudence, 

and true Courage, to defend a Sacred 
Inſtitution from what I eſteem a groſs 
and crying Abuſe of it. Page 36. 

: hs the Holy Inftitutor of it, 
who knew all the Uſes for which it 
was proper. And who was the only fit 
Perſon to regulate and confine the 
Purpoſes of his own Inſtitution ; did 

he, I ſay, appoint it for this End? 
Or did he leave any Mark upon it, 
that might induce others to appoint 
it to ſuch Purpoſes? Or is there no 
other poſſible To firaont of conveying 
Civil Offices, but his Inſtitution? No 
other Channel poſſible to be found 
out for the political Favours of tem- 
poral Princes, but that which he has 
ordained ſolely for a Solemn Part of 


the Religious Worſhip of his Follow- 


ers? Till theſe Queſtions are anſwered, 
T ſhall not forbear to charge ſuch a 
Law with being the unneceſſary Occa- 
ſion, and natural Cauſe, of turning 
That into a Tool of Civil Intereſt, 
which has nothing in its Nature or 
Inſtitution tending hat Way; nor will 
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it be any Ad vantage to obſerye, That 
the Streſs of the Teſt lies upon recei- 
ving the Sacrament according to the 
Uſage of the Church of England ; 

For, this cannot be done, without cele- 
brating an Inſtitution of our Bleſſed 
Lord : The doing it according to the 
Ulage of our Church, not at all alter- 
ing its Nature, I hope; Nor making it 
any other in its Eſſence, than an Inſti- 


tution of Chriſt himſelf; Nor conſe- 


quently rendering it at all more pro- 
per, or more juſtihable, to make it the 
neceſſary Inſtrument of Promotion, to 


Atheiſts, Infidels, and Debauchees.“ 
Pages 4 O, 41. 
8 Tur Teſt-Act does not lay hold 


on the Act of Recciving, as an Evi- 
dence of a Man's being in the Com- 
munion of the Church in which he re- 


ceves; but ordains the Act of Recei< 


ving for a woridly Purpoſe, to aſcer- 


tain to the Receiver the Poſſeſſion of 


a Civil or Military-Office; as a Qua- 
lification, without which, he ſhall not 


poſſeſs it, nor be capable of it; and 


this ſo ſtrictly ordained at this parti- 
cular Time, let the Mans's preſent 
Diſpoſition be what it will; and that 


if he received it a Thouſand times in 


E 2 the 


L390 ] 
the Church before this, and never any 
where elſe, and can prove it by a 
Thouſand Eye-Witneſſes, all would 
ſignify nothing; the Teſt-Act lays 
hold on no ſuch voluntary Commu- 
nion as any Proof, nor accepts them 
as any, but abſolutely commands and 
requires one ſingle Participation of the 
Sacrament, within ſuch a determinate 


Time, for a worldly Purpoſe. And 
tho' it does not forbid a Chriſtian to 


remember his Saviour; yet it requires 


the moſt ſerious Chriſtian, in Effect, 
and by neceſſary Conſequence, to re- 
member ſomething elſe, beſides the 


Love of his Saviour, and ſomething 
as different from it, as the Favour of 


an earthly Prince is from the Fayour 


of God: And as for thoſe who are not 


Chriſtians in their Hearts, it requires 
them either to come to this particular In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt himſelf, and to bear 


a Part of what is indeed the particu- 


lar Badge of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
or to forfeit all their beſt Hopes and 
greateſt Intereſts in this World; and 


that theſe Perſons chooſe the former 
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rather than the latter, is not near ſo 


great a Wonder, as it is that any Chri- 


ſtians can defend and applaud an A& 


© which 


EF] 


© which lays this Neceſſity FRO them, 
Sc. Pages 47, 48. 


Extract from the True Churchman's 
Reaſous for Repealing the Gorpora- 


tion and Sacramental Teſts, Pag. IS, 
16. Printed in 1732. 


© Burt you ask me, How ſhall the 
© State be ſecure ? And ſhall we not 
endanger the Proteſtant Intereſt, if 
we lay aſide this Sacramental Teſt ? 
And ſo put Papiſts, Atheiſts, Deiſts, 
Muggletonians, Antinomians, Arians, 
« Socinians, French (or Falſe Pro— 
© phets, and the like Enemies to Chri- 
© ſhanity, into Places of Power and Pro- 
« fit, I am ſure, much better than the 
Government or the Church are now 
« ſecured againſt them, viz. By pre- 
_ © ferring none but ſuch as produce a 
Certificate, ſigned by one of the Mi- 
niſters, and three or four principal and 
noted worthy Members of the Church, 
or Congregation of which he is a 
Member, without Fee, Gratuity, or 
Reward, Teſtifying that ſuch a Per- 
© fon 1s a 'profeſſed Proteſtant, and at- 
« tends the Worſhip of God in ſuch 
particular Proteſtant - Congregation , 
* when 


. 


A 


A 


. A A 


1 
when in Health, and his Affairs do 
not call him abroad; That they be- 
lieve him to be a good Proteſtant , 
And a ſober, diligent, religious, ho- 


neſt Man; A ſevere Penalty may be 
laid on the counterfeiting and alter- 


ing ſuch Certificates, And alſo on any 


that ſhall ſubſcribe any of them, 
whereby they give any Perſon a Cha- 
racter, contrary to what they know 
ſuch Perſon deſerves. Such a Method 
as this would ſoon empty our Ta- 
verns, Alehouſes, Brandy-Shops, and 
Fields, And fill our Churches and 
Proteſtant Congregations, on Sundays, 


and other Days, when our Maker is 


to be worſhipped ; And many a poor 
Wretch, that now never goes into a 
Church, but to get or keep his Qua- 
lification, may, while he 1s ſeeking 
for Loaves and Fiſhes, be caught in 
a Net which our Lord has commanded 
to be ſpread for Men, 
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_ Lately publiſhed, 

I. A True Churchman's Reaſons for 

Repealing the Corporation and Teſt Acts, 
as they now ſtand a neceſſary Qu lifica- 
tion for Civil and Military Offices; with 
an humble Propoſal for making a proper 
Teſt in the room thereof. In a Letter 
to a Member of Parliament. 
II. An humble Repreſentation to the 
Gentlemen who met in Filver-ſtreet, 


Nov. 29, 1732. By a Citizen of Lon. 
don. 


III Brief Remarks upon the Diſpute 
adjuſted about the proper Time of ap- 
plying for a Repeal of the Corporation 
and Teſt Acts, by ſhewing that no Time 
is proper. In a Letter to a Friend. 


Al printed for J. Ros Ex TS, at the 
: ohen , in Warwick- -Lane. | 
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